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Teaching Center
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 of Wisconsin Rapids

The Marian Center for Peace of Wisconsin Rapids is an 
offi cial teaching outreach for the Shroud of Turin Center 
of Colorado, owned and operated by Dr. John and 
Rebecca Jackson. As a teaching center, one of the goals 
of the Marian Center for Peace is to provide education 
about the Shroud of Turin.

“The Shroud of Turin is a linen cloth 14 feet 3 inches 
long by 3 feet 7 inches wide, bearing the highly distinct 
Image of a Crucifi ed Man. Since the sixteenth century, 
the Shroud, believed by many to be the burial cloth of 
Christ, has been kept in St. John the Baptist Cathedral 
in Turin, Italy. From August until October 2000, the 
Shroud was displayed publicly -- for the last time -- in 
Turin, Italy. The previous public exhibition was in 1998 
and, prior to that, 1978 and even before that, 1933, 
1931, and 1898.” (What is the Shroud by Dr. John and 
Rebecca Jackson: http://www.shroudofturin.com/Wha-
tisshroud1.html)

As a teaching center for the Shroud of Turin Center 
of Colorado, the Marian Center for Peace maintains a 
full-sized back-lighted photograph of the entire Shroud 
of Turin which it houses alongside of a life-size negative 
image of the Shroud. The negative image provides an 
actual positive representation of the crucifi ed man of the 
Shroud (for an explanation of this, see The Shroud and 
Modern Science: http://www.shroudofturin.com/Sci-
ence1.html ).  The Marian Center for Peace also offers 
distance on-line access to lectures regarding the Shroud 
of Turin prepared by the Jacksons.

While the authenticity of the Shroud has been under 
scrutiny, there is much evidence that it is the actual 
burial cloth of Christ.  Dr. Jackson, a respected physicist 
with multiple advanced degrees, and his wife Rebecca 
have devoted a great deal of their professional and per-
sonal lives to the study of the Shroud of Turin.  In order 
to help more people learn of their important work, they 
have agreed to work with the Marian Center for Peace in 
order to further the educational efforts of the Shroud of 
Turin Center of Colorado.  
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The Shroud of Turin is an ancient cloth that is believed 
by many to be the actual burial cloth of Jesus.  The 
cloth measures eight by two cubits, which is a standard 
Jewish measurement of the fi rst century.  (14’ 3” by 3’ 
7” in current day measurements)  The cloth is believed 
by many to be from the fi rst century and is woven of 
“fi ne” linen and cotton in a rare weave, not like a typi-
cal burial cloth. The fi brils are woven in a three-in-one 
weave that is very unique to the fi rst century.  Some 
believe it may have been a tablecloth.  The cloth bears 
the image of a fi rst century event.  The image is that 
of a crucifi ed man, whose hands are open and crossed 
in a position consistent with a Jewish burial, with 
wounds encircling the head.  Blood fl ow on the cloth is 
consistent with a pierced wound in the left chest area. 
Crucifi xion was banned in the fourth century under 
Emperor Constantine.

An attorney and amateur photographer named Secundo 
Pia was allowed to photograph the Shroud of Turin af-
ter the 1898 exposition of the cloth.  While developing 
the negative, Pia observed a very clear picture of a man 
who was beaten and crucifi ed.  He was shocked…the 
stains of the cloth provide a stunning picture, like a 
photographic negative!  The image also has a 3D quali-
ty.  Some critics say it is the work of a medieval forger.  
Would it be possible for a medieval forger to conceive 
of painting a detailed negative, painted in blood stains, 
painting in lights and darks in complete opposites, 
when even photography did not yet exist?!  Scientists 
are in agreement that they would be unable to produce 
such an image, even with today’s technology.

This linen cloth is stained.  It has the following fea-
tures:

•Burn marks - from the fi re in 1532, and patches cover-
ing the burn holes. These patches were removed in 
2002. 
•Ancient water marks - determined to predate the fi re. 
•Blood stains from human blood. 
•Fold lines that predate 1578.  After 1578, the cloth has 
been rolled. 
•Multiple scourge marks that cover the body, front and 
back, from head to toe. 

•Evidence consistent with a crown of thorns - more pro-
nounced where back of head hit against the cross during 
crucifi xion. 
•The image shows large wounds in wrists - not in palm 
of hands.  In human anatomy, there is only tissue be-
tween fi ngers and the nails. Trying to hold the body there 
would rip through with weight and movement.  

No extended thumbs show on the Shroud image.  Again, 
in human anatomy there is a small opening in the bones 
of the wrist over which the median nerve goes.  When 
the nerve is pierced and damaged, the thumbs pull 
inward against the palm.  Scientists tested this response 
many times on cadavers and the results are consistent 
with the image on the Shroud.  

The Shroud image indicates the left foot was nailed over 
the right foot with a single nail so that the victim is able 
to rotate the body on that nail.

It is believed the Shroud was kept by Christians and 
may have been symbolically used in their liturgies until 
the destruction of Jerusalem.  It resurfaced in Constanti-
nople in 1204.  Ancient writings indicate it was vener-
ated every Friday during the 4th Crusade.  History next 
reveals it to have been in France where it then became 
the property of the Duke of Savoy.  In 1578 it was taken 
from France to Turin, Italy, where it remains to this day.
  
We are not sure how the image came to be on the cloth, 
however, scientists believe that the image was not 
painted on. Chemical analyses show that there are no 
pigments on the cloth.  It is also scientifi cally proven that 
the stains are human blood.  Evidence indicates that the 
blood stains were on the cloth before the image, which 
means a forger would have had to paint a body image to 
fi t the blood stains!

The image stains were set by a radiation-like chemistry, 
similar in appearance to a scorch from a hot iron.  The 
color of the body image on the cloth and the color of the 
parts of the cloth scorched in the 1532 fi re are the same 
color.  Where could that resultant image come from?  
Whatever the event, the intensity and radiation-like 
chemistry of the event gave the image a 3D dimension 
–resulting from a cloth-to-body distance– similar to a 
cloth dropping through the body or the body rising up 

through the cloth.  Could this be the description of a 
Resurrection event?

If the Shroud of Turin, this linen cloth measuring eight 
by two cubits, is indeed the burial cloth of Jesus, then it 
is the greatest archaeological relic found.

A public exposition of the Shroud is scheduled for April-
May of 2010 in Turin, Italy.

Written by Dr. John Jackson

More information about the Shroud 

The director and founder of Turin Shroud Center of 
Colorado, Dr. John P. Jackson, was the leader of the 
1978 thirty-person, high-tech scientifi c American 
expedition that examined the Shroud fi rst hand in 
Turin, Italy.  He holds a doctorate in Physics from the 
United States Naval Postgraduate School, a B.A. in 
Religious Studies from the College of Santa Fe, and 
is currently a student at the Archdiocese of Denver’s 
Catholic Biblical School.  Dr. Jackson has delivered 
presentations on the Shroud at major international 
symposia and presentations in Paris, Mexico City, 
Edinburgh, Monterrey, Poza Rica, Lima, Santiago, 
Rio De Janiero, New York City, St. Louis, Rome, San 
Marino, Moscow, Turin, Oviedo (Spain), Nice, and 
Richmond and has given numerous television, radio, 
and newspaper interviews around the world.  His 
research was featured in the 2008 BBC documentary, 
“The Shroud of Turin: Material Evidence.”

Dr. John Jackson

Rebecca Jackson

The director of operations of Turin Shroud Center 
of Colorado, Rebecca S.  Jackson was born in New 
York City.  She holds a B.A. in Modern Languages 
and Literatures, an MBA in Global Management, and 
is currently enrolled in the Archdiocese of Denver’s 
Catholic Biblical School   She has given numerous 
presentations on the subject of the First Century 
background of the Shroud of Turin and the Life and 
Times of Jesus and the Virgin Mary at leading inter-
national symposia -- including all of those mentioned 
above -- and has published extensively on the subject.  
Her First Century research was featured in the 2008 
BBC documentary, “The Shroud of Turin:  Material 
Evidence.”


