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Entering into the holy presence of God

When I was in seminary at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona, Minnesota, we would have in-house
retreats every-so-often. Part of these retreats was overnight Eucharistic exposition and adoration. After praying night
prayer, the Blessed Sacrament would be exposed and thus would begin the all-night period of adoration and prayer.
The priests and seminarians would sign up for a slot at some point during the night to keep watch with our Lord. I was
always fascinated with how those sign-ups went: some wanted to pray right away, others at 2am, others at 6am before

by Father the next day began. I usually signed-up for an 11pm to Midnight spot or somewhere around that time.

Alan Guanella  Those late-night periods of adoration occupy a fond place in my memory. Even though we had Eucharistic exposition
and adoration nearly every day, there was something different about having that Holy Hour at a different time. Those
were some of the most peaceful moments of prayer I have ever had. I am not sure if the rector of the seminary noted
this or if I noticed it myself, but the seminary chapel seemed different in the morning after those nights of adoration.
There was a “haze” of a night of prayer and adoration. The presence of our Lord was tangible.

No matter when we go to pray before our Lord exposed, we enter into the holy presence of God. We bring Him our
needs and desires and we adore and thank Him for everything He has given us. As an old man responded when asked
by St. John Vianney about what he did in praying before the Blessed Sacrament: “I look at Him and He looks at me.”

The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Since December 12 is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and because the Marian Center has two relic
images of Our Lady of Guadalupe, making stewardship of those images one-third of the Marian Center
mission, it is an appropriate time to review the story.

Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared in Mexico, as the pregnant Mother of God, to Saint Juan Diego, a
Chicemeca Indian on December 9, 10, and 12 of 1531. She left a miraculous image of her appearance on
his cactus fiber cloak, called a tilma, which still exists today for all to see in the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City.
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Our Lady asked him to go to the Bishop and request that he build a church for her on the barren hill of Tepeyac. The Bishop asked Juan Diego to
ask the lady for a sign. Juan did so and Our Lady promised to give him a sign.

On December 12, Our Lady again appeared to Juan on Tepeyac Hill and told him to pick the Castilian roses which miraculously appeared
there and take them to the Bishop as a sign for him. No roses grew on that hill in December. Juan gathered them in his tilma and took them to
the Bishop. When he opened his tilma to show the Bishop the roses, all were astonished to see that the Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe had
miraculously appeared on the tilma itself.

When the Bishop saw this, he then built the church Our Lady had requested and nine million natives were converted and baptized to the one,
true faith. Human sacrifice, which had been occurring, ended in Mexico forever. “Our Lady of Guadalupe” means Crusher of the Stone Serpent.

The image cannot be explained by science. The image shows no sign of deterioration after 493 years. Normally the cactus fiber would disintegrate
after 60 years. The stars on Our Lady’s Mantle coincide with the constellations in the sky on December 12, 1531. An attempt to bomb the image
blew away everything surrounding it, but the image remained intact. These are just a few of the miracles associated with the image.

The Marian Center is extremely fortunate to have the very first image of Our Lady of Guadalupe to be placed in North America. It is the framed
image in our Mother of America Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. The second is a portable image that has been taken all over North
America to many celebrations, meetings, retreats, and rallies. Being both images have been touched to the tilma, the same graces can be obtained
from these two images.



Recognizing a 20-year milestone

On September 29, 2024, the Marian Center celebrated
20 years of perpetual Eucharistic adoration. That is over
165,000 hours of adoration! 156 people attended a Mass
celebrated by Father Schaller and a delicious luncheon,
both held at Saints Peter and Paul. Prayer cards, created
to commemorate the event, were received by each
attendee.

The day was to thank the adorers, the substitute adorers,
Father Schaller for being both the landlord and Spiritual
Director of the Marian Center, and Denis and Carole Jesus, I Trust in You

Virnig for establishing the Marian Center and adoration. . P
Sharing Jesus’ Divine Mercy

Most of all, the day was to appreciate God and the

intercession of Mary (particularly Our Lady of The mission of the Marian Center for Peace Adoration Chapel
Guadalupe) for making it possible for us to pray and is threefold:
spend time with Their Son, Jesus, in His Real Presence . Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

in the Eucharist. We have the opportunity to do that 24
hours a day, 362 days a year. That is a wonderful gift for
which to be thankful.

« Veneration of the relicimage of Our Lady of Guadalupe

« Promotion of the Image of Divine Mercy
and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

Jesus Christ has promised to always be with us on our journey

home to heaven, most especially through the Holy Eucharist

Adore rs nEEdEd! and most recently through the private revelation of His Divine

; Mercy to St. Faustina. His message to her was to make known

His desire that souls should approach Him through the Divine
Mercy Image and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

Come adore our Lord at
the Mother of America
Adoration Chapel at the

Marian Center for Peace. The Marian Center is going from parish to parish making
Both substitute and available the framed Divine Mercy Image along with the Divine
full-time adorers are Mercy Chaplet and the promise given to St. Faustina to those

welcome and needed! who venerate the Divine Image
Goto Please take the Divine Mercy Image home with you, put it in a
adorationpro.org/mother prominent place, look at it often and pray the Chaplet. Pray it for

&sign up for one of our those who are dying, have died and your and others’ intentions.

open hours or to If you know of anyone who needs this avenue to Christ’s love
be a sub. and mercy, share the Divine Mercy Image and the Divine Mercy
Chaplet with them.

The White Stole

We are bringing the use of the white stole back to the chapel. It will be in chapel with the scheduled adorer.
When you arrive at the chapel for your hour:

Sign in. If you are a sub, put “SUB” after your name.

Enter the chapel.

Bless yourself with holy water and genuflect on both knees, if possible, or bow.

Locate the adorer who has the white stole. Take the stole and keep it until the next adorer arrives for their hour.
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Remember, Jesus must never be left alone. An adorer must be present in the chapel at all times.
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